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Ward Plan Community Engagement and Reassurance

Priorities

It is important to you to have community officers who you know,
who are accessible and who address local problems.

PC Matt McCammon and PC Darren Gibson are the Ward Officers
for the Forth and Endrick area. They are based at Balfron Police
Office and can be contacted at the office, by calling 101, or by
email at Forthvalleycommunitypolicestirling@scotland.police.uk.

It is recommended that this email address is used by the local
community for email contact however this should not be used to
report crimes.

Please remember that we regularly publish useful information
and updates on social media, including appeals for information,
updates about road closures and crime prevention advice. Our
Facebook and Twitter pages can be found at:

https://www.facebook.com/PoliceScotlandForthValley
https://www.facebook.com/PoliceScotland
X - @PSOSForthValley
X - @PoliceScotland

ADVICE/REASSURANCE

Ways to prevent a break-in
Use alarms, CCTV, and security lights

There are many alarms, CCTV, and security lights at different prices, so you can
choose the best one for your budget.

Your insurance might be cheaper if you get alarms, CCTV, and security lights.

When buying alarms and CCTV, make sure:
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it meets British Standards (PD6662)

the person or company setting it up has National Security Inspectorate (NSI) or
Security System and Alarms Inspection Board (SSAIB) certifications

Alarms
When choosing an alarm, you can choose between:

monitored: the alarm company tells you the alarm triggered before calling the
police

unmonitored: the alarm triggers but no-one is automatically told (you or a
neighbour will have to see what happened and call the police)

auto-dialler: you’ll get a text or phone call if your alarm is triggered
You can also get:

magnetic sensors that trigger an alarm if a door or window is opened

glass break (vibration) sensors that trigger an alarm if your windows or any glass
in your doors is broken

get motion sensors (PIR sensors) near your windows and doors, these can come
with or without a CCTV camera

CCTVv
When choosing CCTV, you could get:
a camera that films in high quality (for example, 4K)

a camera that records 12 to 25 frames per second in original, uncompressed
format

cameras inside your house as well as outside
When using CCTV, you should:

put the camera 3 metres above the ground (it’s more likely to record faces and
stops thieves from breaking the camera)

put the camera somewhere where nothing blocks its view
cut or move any plants that block the CCTV view

put the camera where it can film all the ways into your house (such as doors,
garages, driveways, windows)

make sure your camera does not film areas that are not your property, or you blur
areas that are not your property

put signs up that say you use CCTV
Lights

When choosing security lights, you can:
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get dusk-to-dawn or timer-activated lights (they turn on automatically when it’s
dark and stay on until it’s light)

use LED bulbs (they’re brighter and last longer than sodium bulbs)

have a light near ways into your property and home (including any gardens,
driveways, garages, and doors)

put the lights 3 metres above the ground (to stop thieves from breaking them)
Secure your windows and doors
To secure your windows and doors, you should:

shut and lock your doors and windows at night, when you’re not at home, and
when you’re not using them (including patio and garage doors)

never leave keys in locks

regularly check the frames, locks, and hinges are not broken

repair them as soon as you can if they’re broken (or tell your landlord or factor)
If you’re buying new windows and doors, you should:

buy ones certified by Secure by Design

look for “PAS24” doors and windows because they’re harder to break

make sure any glass is laminated

Windows

To make your windows more secure, you can:

add safety film or get a specialist to apply it (it makes it harder to break and
makes more noise if broken)

use ventilation locks, restrictors, or sash stops on open windows to stop
someone opening them wide enough to climb through

Doors

To make sure your doors are secure, you should:

never leave the door on the latch or held open

avoid letting people inside a shared door if you do not know them

make sure people do not follow you inside before the door shuts (this is called
“tailgating”)

if someone tries to follow you inside you can challenge them (if you feel safe to)
not let in contractors unless you confirm their identity and reason for entry

think about keeping a personal alarm near your door that you can trigger if you
feel worried about someone at your door
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never share codes for locks or alarms with delivery people
never leave keys in easy to find places for contractors
To make your doors more secure, you can:

hang a cup on your inside door handle so it will fall and smash if someone tries to
open the door

get a door handle alarm on the inside of your door that will trigger if someone
tries to open the door

use door chains, restrictors, peepholes, or a camera doorbell to see who’s at your
door without opening it fully

use a security bar or a “patlock” on closed double doors to make it harder to
break open

add drop bolts to your doors to make them harder to break open

change your locks to a “euro-cylinder barrel TS 007 3-star lock” or Sold Secure
“Diamond Standard” lock (they’re harder to break)

change your door hardware such as the handle and escutcheons to ones that
meet the Domestic Buildings Gold standard (they’re harder to break)

fit a letter box guard to stop someone reachingin to try and open the door

add an anti-lift device onto any patio doors to stop someone removing them to
breakin

Keep valuables safe

Thieves are less likely to break into your garden or house if they cannot see
anything worth stealing or if they think valuables are hard to get to.

To help keep any valuables safe, you can:
keep them out of sigh
keep any keys away from the doors leading outside, windows, and letterboxes

consider getting a key safe that meets the Sold Secure gold standard (and keep it
out of sight)

keep contactless car keys or key fobs in a faraday pouch
keep house keys and car keys on different keyrings
avoid putting your address on your keys

avoid telling other people what valuables you have

avoid posting photos of your valuables on social media

join your local Neighbourhood Watch and sign up for alerts
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after buying large expensive items break the boxes before putting them by your
bin or take them to a recycling centre

Before leaving your house

Before you leave your house, you should:

make sure all your doors and windows work

shut and lock your doors and windows

take the keys out of your locks and put them somewhere out of sight
set any alarms you have

lock valuables away or hide them out of sight

If you’re leaving home for a few days

Thieves are less likely to break in if they do not know the house is empty. To help it
look like you’re still at home, you can:

make sure any camera doorbells are charged and has enough storage to record
while you’re away

use any timers on your lights to turn them on and off

cancel any deliveries due while you’re away (for example, milk deliveries)
use Royal Mail’s Keepsafe service to stop your post going to your house
mow the lawn before you leave

avoid posting about the holiday or being away on social media

If you have someone you trust, you can also ask them to:

check your house and garden

open and close your curtains and turn lights on and off

move your post out of sight

put your bins out and put them back

mow your lawn
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ARNPRIOR

Crime:

No Crimes Recorded.

Incidents of Note:

No incidents of note.

BALFRON

Crime:

On 04/09/2026 a person fuelled their vehicle with fuel and drove
off make no attempt to pay. Enquires are ongoing.

On 05/09/2026 a person was issued with a recorded Police
warning after they caused minor damage to a picnic bench on
Buchanan Street.

On 11/09/2026 a person has been arrested and charged relating
to offences of, failing to comply with conditions of bail, threatening
& abusive behaviour, resist an Officer in execution of their duty.
The person was held in Police custody and released to attend
court on a later date. An associate was also charged and reported
for obstructing a Police Officer in execution of their duty.

On 11/09/2026 a person fuelled their vehicle with fuel and drove
off make no attempt to pay. Enquires are ongoing.

On 30/09/2026 a young person was found with a small quantity
of cannabis within their school bag. They have been charged with
the offence and have received a juvenile warning. Relevant
agencies have been notified to provide support and education.

Incidents of Note:

No incidents of note.
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BUCHLYVIE

Crime:

No Crimes Recorded.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.

CROFTAMIE Crime:
No Crimes Recorded.
Incidents of Note:
No Incidents of note.
DRYMEN Crime

On 09/09/2026 the rear window of a parked vehicle was smashed
by an unidentified person. Unfortunately, there are no further
lines of inquiry, and this remains undetected.

On 20/09/2026 a driver was arrested and taken into Police
custody and charged for driving whilst under the influence of
alcohol, driving with no insurance, driving after licence was
refused, driving without an MOT. The driver was released on an
undertaking to appear at court on a later date.

On 21/09/2026 a driver failed to stop after colliding with a coach,
causing damage to its wing mirror and failed to report the
collision. Unfortunately, the driver remains untraced.

On 24/09/2026 an unattended parked vehicle was scratched by
a sharp object damaging the paintwork. There are no further lines
of enquiry, and this remains undetected.

On 26/09/2026 two persons attended Balmaha and stole food
items from the local shop. Later in the evening the suspects
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entered a licenced premises and began drinking until they were
intoxicated and began smoking cannabis there were asked to
leave by staff members. Both suspects thereafter became
disruptive and left after confronting other patrons. Police were
thereafter contacted and traced both suspects. They were
arrested and taken into Police custody. Inquiries are still ongoing.

Incidents of Note:
2 search and rescue calls to Conic hill and 1 to the west highland

way. Due to the help of Lomond MRT and SAS these there
resolved.

FINTRY

Crime:

On 19/09/2026, A driver collided with another vehicle on the
Kippen to Fintry road, damaging its wingmirror and failed to stop
at the scene and exchange details. Unfortunately, there are no
lines of inquiry, and this remains undetected.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.

GARGUNNOCK

Crime:

No Crimes Recorded.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.

KILLEARN

Crime:

On 02/09/2026 a house was broken into by damaging doorhandle
to expose the barrel of the yale lock then snap the lock gaining
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entry to the house. Thereafter rummage through drawers, taking
a wallet and car keys. The suspect was unable to steal the car.
Enquiries are ongoing.

On 02/09/2026, a person attempted to break into an unoccupied
property by using tools found laying around to try to force entry
to windows and doors. Fortunately, the suspect failed to gain
entry. Enquiries are ongoing.

On 08/09/2026 a member of staff drove towards his collage and
struck him to the arm after having a disagreement at their
workplace. Enquiries are ongoing

On 21/09/2026 enquiries are ongoing into a shoplifting after two
persons entered a shop and stole a quantity of items before
making off.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.

KIPPEN

Crime:

A person has been arrested and charged for having and
uploading images of children on to the internet.

On 16/09/2026 a person was arrested and charged with
threatening and abusive behaviour following a confrontation
with an ex-partner on Mainstreet.

On 17/09/2026 a driver was issued with a fixed penalty ticket for
speeding.

On 20/09/2026, a person smashed the window of a property
with an unknow object. This appears to have been targeted.
There are no further lines of enquiry, and this remain
undetected.

A driver has been charged with driving with undue care and
attention after they began to drive out of a parking space at the
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primary school and onto the footpath as a child was walking
past. Fortunately, the driver braked sharply and avoided
colliding with the child. A report of the circumstances will be sent
to the Procurator Fiscal.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.

STRATHBLANE

Crime:

On 05/09/2026 a driver was given a fixed penalty ticket for
careless driving after failing to maintain control of their vehicle and
collided with 3 parked cars within a car park.

On 09/09/2026 a taxi driver was racially abused in the village after
having a dispute over the fare. Enquires are ongoing.

On 26/09/2026 a driver failed to exchange details after having
collided into the rear with another vehicle. Enquiries are ongoing.

Incidents of Note:

No Incidents of note.
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